The Latest Update on Whats Happening
Around Us In The World Of Satellite & Cable TV

HIAIEE ST % 21T @1 g 4
BT AT A7 T & 78T S T HI2S

VIACOM18-DISNEY STAR MERGER ON
SCHEDULE

Reliance Industries has announced that the merger
between Viacom18 and Disney Star’s India operations is
anticipated to conclude by the third quarter of the current
fiscal year, following the transfer of Viacom18 and
JioCinema's media operations to
Digital18. This will be followed by
the demerger, transfer, and vesting
of the V18 Undertaking from Digital 18
into Star India.

Previously, the NCLT
sanctioned the merger of Reliance-
controlled media entities TVI18
Broadcast and E18 with Network18
Media & Investments. Additionally,
the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting granted license transfers for Non-News &
Current Affairs TV channels held by Viacom18 to Star India
on September 27. This reorganization allows Reliance and
Disney to align Viacom18 and Star India’s media operations
to compete effectively in the Indian market, where Reliance
will own a 63.16% stake in the new entity, and Disney will
hold the remaining 36.84%.

TRAI FOCUS ON NON-SATELLITE
BROADCASTING

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
has released a consultation paper on
the “Regulatory Framework for
Ground-based Broadcasters,” inviting
feedback on

considering a regulatory framework
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Viacom18-Star merger does not significantly
affect ZEEL's competitive stance, as the
company's strategy remains focused on
entertainment, distinct from the sports-centric
focus of Viacom18-Star’s digital operations.
ZEEL’s subscription revenue saw a notable
increase this quarter, although ad revenues
dipped.

VIACOM18 AND SONY PICTURES
NETWORKS INDIA APPOINTMENTS

Viacom18 has appointed Charuta
Ambardekar Saoji as VP and Head of
Marketing for Colors, drawing on her
extensive experience with brands like L'Oréal
and Unilever. Meanwhile, Sony Pictures
Networks India has announced that Ambesh
Tiwari will succeed Leena Lele Dutta as
Business Head of the Kids and Animation
portfolio.

NDTV GLOBAL CHANNEL, EXPANDS TO

KEY MARKETS

NDTV launched its new global channel,
NDTYV World, on October 21, 2024. Available in
the USA, Canada, the UK, UAE, and India, NDTV

World will bring an Indian perspective

international news audiences. This marks NDTV’s
expansion into a second international channel,

positioning it alongside Zee Media’s WION.

GOVT TO FOCUS ON AI, OTT
REGULATION, AND FAKE NEWS

The Indian Parliamentary Committee on

Communications and Information
Technology will evaluate mechanisms to
curb fake news, assess the impacts of
artificial intelligence, and consider OTT
regulation. The committee will also
oversee the functions of the Ministries
of Information and Broadcasting,
Electronics and Information Technology,
and Communications in these arcas.l
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